Foreword

The Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) is a national
information system operated by the Office of Educational Research
and Improvement (OERI) of the U.S. Department of Education. It
provides ready access to descriptions of exemplary programs, research
and development efforts, and related information useful in developing
effective educational programs.

Through its network of specialized centers or clearinghouses, each
of which is responsible for a particular educational area, ERIC
acquires, evaluates, abstracts, and indexes current significant informa-
tion and lists this information in its reference publications.

ERIC/RCS, the ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communi-
cation Skills, disseminates educational information related to research,
instruction, and professional preparation at all levels and in all insti-
tutions. The scope of interest of the Clearinghouse includes relevant
research reports, literature reviews, curriculum guides and descriptions,
conference papers, project or program reviews, and other print mate-
rials related to reading, English, educational journalism, and speech
communication.

The ERIC system has already made available—through the ERIC
Document Reproduction System—much informative data. However,
if the findings of specific educational research are to be intelligible to
teachers and applicable to teaching, considerable amounts of data
must be reevaluated, focused, and translated into a different context.
Rather than resting at the point of making research reports readily
accessible, OERI has directed the clearinghouses to work with profes-
sional organizations in developing information analysis papers in
specific areas within the scope of the clearinghouses.

ERIC is pleased to cooperate with the National Council of Teachers
of English in making Language across the Curriculum in the Ele-
mentary Grades available.

Charles Suhor
Director, ERIC/RCS
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