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Dedication

We dedicate this book to all who have sacrificed their lives 
through the simple act of speaking publicly against injustice. We owe 

a massive debt to their bravery, sacrifice, labor, and instruction.





vii

CONTENTS

Acknowledgments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ix

Chapter 1. Introduction—Antiracism as an Ethical Framework for  
Researching Race and Racism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Chapter 2. Critiquing the Critical: The Politics of Race and Coloniality  
in Rhetoric, Composition, and Writing Studies (RCWS) Research  
Traditions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

Iris D. Ruiz

Interchapter Dialogue for Chapter 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81

Chapter 3. Towards Reconciliation: Composing Racial Literacy with  
Autoethnography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

James Chase Sanchez

Interchapter Dialogue for Chapter 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

Chapter 4. Taser Trouble: Race, Visuality, and the Mediation of Police  
Brutality in Public Discourse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125

Christopher Carter

Interchapter Dialogue for Chapter 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .155

Chapter 5. What is Black Twitter? A Rhetorical Criticism of Race,  
Dis/information, and Social Media . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

Alexandria Lockett

Interchapter Dialogue for Chapter 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215

Postscript . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229

Appendix A. A Brief List of Key Terms and Concepts for Engaging  
Antiracism as a Research Methodology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235

Appendix B. YouTube Playlist for Race, Rhetoric, and Research  
Methods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247

About the Authors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251


