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Writing KnoWledge transfer: theory, research, Pedagogy develops a 
capacious understanding of transfer in writing studies, tracing the distinct 
ways transfer has been engaged in various disciplinary fields and drawing con-
nections among similar threads of inquiry. Working from a large-scale, collab-
orative analysis of some of the most salient long-term debates around transfer, 
this book guides scholars to link long and broad transfer conversations, attend 
to troublesome transfer problems in their teaching or research, and support 
both amplitude (more capacious understandings of writing transfer) and spec-
ificity (more detailed and relevant treatments of the term) in research on the 
transfer of writing knowledge. In addition to a detailed synthesis of multiple 
disciplines’ treatment of transfer, the book offers five themes developed during 
a rigorous transdisciplinary reading of approximately seven hundred books 
and articles on transfer from disciplines including cognitive psychology and 
situated learning; sports, medical, and aviation education; second language 
writing; and school-to-work research, among others. Together the themes cap-
ture the interdependent relations among transfer’s actors, influences, contexts, 
and outcomes. They also provide new frames for better understanding learn-
ers’ varied and even paradoxical motivations for writing. Ultimately, the book 
offers value and kinship across disciplines to suggest new transfer questions, 
lines of inquiry, and theoretical and methodological commitments.

Rebecca S. Nowacek is Professor of English at Marquette University, where she 
co-directs the Norman H. Ott Memorial Writing Center. Rebecca Lorimer 
Leonard is Associate Professor of English at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, where she teaches undergraduate and graduate courses on lan-
guage diversity, literacy studies, and research methods. Angela Rounsaville is 
Associate Professor of Writing at the University of Central Florida, where her 
research focuses on transnational literacy, genre studies, and transfer.

Reference Guides to Rhetoric & Composition
Editors: Charles Bazerman, Anis Bawarshi, & Mary Jo Reiff

https://.parlorpress.com
S A N: 2 5 4 - 8 8 7 9
ISBN 978-1-64317-387-0

The WAC Clearinghouse
https://wac.colostate.edu/ W



Reference Guides to Rhetoric and Composition
Series Editors: Charles Bazerman, Mary Jo Reiff, and Anis Bawarshi



Reference Guides to Rhetoric and Composition
Series Editors: Charles Bazerman, Mary Jo Reiff, and Anis Bawarshi 

The Series provides compact, comprehensive and convenient surveys of 
what has been learned through research and practice as composition has 
emerged as an academic discipline over the last half century. Each vol-
ume is devoted to a single topic that has been of interest in rhetoric and 
composition in recent years, to synthesize and make available the sum 
and parts of what has been learned on that topic. These reference guides 
are designed to help deepen classroom practice by making available the 
collective wisdom of the field and will provide the basis for new research. 
The Series is intended o be of use to teachers at all levels of education, 
researchers and scholars of writing, graduate students learning about the 
field, and all, nationally and internationally, who have interest in or re-
sponsibility for writing programs and the teaching of writing.

Parlor Press and The WAC Clearinghouse are collaborating so that 
these books will be widely available through low cost print editions and free 
electronic distribution. The publishers and the series editors are all teach-
ers and researchers of writing, committed to the principle that knowledge 
should freely circulate. We see the opportunities that new technologies have 
for further democratizing knowledge. And we see that to share the power 
of writing is to share the means for all to articulate their needs, interest, and 
learning into the great experiment of literacy.
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